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: bation and Parele to drgue
¢ forher release under a niew

| Missours law,
Signed by Gov Biatt Blunt

Cin August 2007, the statute |
containg a provision mar:

_rowly tailos :
and three othe Woiri

It allows early pamie C{m«
sideration for convicts who |
swere found guilty of Killing
‘a spouse or lover before’
11991, have no prier criminal
~history and were the vie- |

tims of ablge,

- In granting a hearing to |
“Borden, the parole hoard ¢
found she metall these cri-
teria, Whether ‘or not the !

facts of her case will war- -
rant release 20 years ahead

wof sahedme remm:ns to be

S '
& The Gxeene Cgumyi'ms- '
eutor's-office Opposes pas
‘role, arguing théreis not
renough evidence Borden:
Twas-the ' victife of 3evc~sre-ﬂ
&b’dsé

“Thete Wag "o 5 bel lievable |

aiiggatzons of domestic as-|
zanlt” Greene Csantyf’
Prosecutor Darrell Moore :
isald recently. Moore acted §
‘as prosecutor dm’;ng one ﬁf :
Borden’s appeals.
mztiml%{}s .

;ﬁ this case, she had a far
str@nger dorminant person- |
airryf’ he saici East Week

’i HE omzz MAN

it was during her first
ever tripto a bar, at the age |
©f 31, that Borden met Dm— :
éLd Pitkerton, . :
¢ Herieyes at the time were
b}ac}% hernose swollen, she
cesothe tesult of the
mned beamt}m

beating. .
Lol wWas so beat down,” :
Bm{iem said. “T didn't have
o self esteem. | was at the |
bottom. %ecaﬁ&;e {Delbert) ?
always told me T was a
whare and atramp.”

B i 2 Sept 15 bmﬁen &ﬁd;
. her attorney went before
U the Missouri Roard of Pros:

So t“xe sweet-tajking pilk-

erton found a receptive au~
dience when he  ap-
pregched hern
Bc;r‘ as bigalarasheis,
was saying sweét things
that 2 woman needs fo hear
at that time,” Borden satd;
Five months later, she
took her twir children and

ieft her hushand to live

with Pitkerton: Bufthat fe-

tationship, too, had its

share of emotional abuse.

“1 couldn't go no ‘place; ‘:
wzt’*mut hm' z Barden %aLd '

: chimfm and

in pringfi.eid. where Pille

erton wouldn't be able to

find her, she said. That was

December 1977,

By February 1978, Borden ’

said, her husband resumed
iis pattern of abuse. Life
was proceeding as it had

since shortly after she ar-

ried Delbert at the age of ;4

STORIES OF SLAYiN‘G

At this _?C)Eﬁt,_l‘é-s not in-

portant whether or not
R@befta Borden fived tﬁe
fatalshot, - .

After hearing the state’s

evidence - including

Pilkerton's {estimony that

he helped her plan and ex-
ecute the witrder — 3 jury
found Borden guilty of cap-
ital murder. Her efforts o

R Andf”nvwéy, s ncstB ;
" des confinued claim tha

to keep them
rever, Barden: :

. ,apgeal. _'WE“IE‘ frmticr\s and
she’s served 30 years of he1 L

sentence,

Pilkerfon actually Killed
her hushand that could
earn her parole.

Still, it's worth mmpérmg '

the two versions of events,

if onty toget abetter ander--
standmg of the push far

Bordew's release. -

Fhe-tale, as proseeumzs .

told it, was this:

har-_
tinued mw have'contact with
Pilkerton. The fwo hatched
2 scheme to kil Delbert
Rorden, and Roberta Bor-
den shot him inthe chestas
he sat in his easychain
When police responded
to the home, Roberta Bor-
den said three masked men
had entered the home.
They calléd ‘her “Mrs.
Cloninger,” she: said a sug-

vice Cloninger,
rancial con-

ren had knocked her un-
conscious, tiéd up her two
children and shot hef hus-
banid,

The diversion i’;eid dii-
thorities’ interest for less
than a week, and before
long they'd arrested Pilker-
ton as & murder suspect.

Filkerton told police it

was Borden who had killed'.
“her husband and agresd to

testify against her in ex-
change for a sentence of o
more than 30 vears.

oving back with:
band, Borden con- =

ztal murder ol Sepi. 8 1978.
. Borden teils.a markedly
different story: She says she'd

tried fo cut Pilkerton from -

her life when she moved
back with her husband, but
that he found hér 71

* Pilkerton hated Delbert

'Bard&n she sald, ahd thef'_
two men, Had threatened

each other’s lives in the past.

O the night of Feb. 27,
1978, Borden said she was
walking frora her bathroom

into the kitchen when she,
saw Piikerton standing in-

front of Delbert Borden,
holding & sawed-off rifle. .

. She says before she could
call the police, the gun
went off, and that Pilkerton
threatened to kill her and

her children if she didnot.
tell police the story about .
the three masked men and

“M‘{s Ciamﬁger
“1 was trymg to profect
my babies,”

interview from prizon. “I

Boyden said
tearfuily during the phone

1. Roberta Bor-
! den appears
| at herar-
| raignment in

- Aprit 1978,
- With ?}9‘513 at-
torney Parker

LEABER FILE
PRATE, 1978

dp was Seared éec&ése' he
pmbably wiould have killed-
them

Borden left Springfield
for several days to stay with

her husband’s sigter in

Mansﬁehzi, but. when she

retiirned she fold police.
_what she says reany oc-
< grirred.

Pilkerton’s siow won out,
however, and Borden was

convicted. Pilkerton got 30,
“years for sﬂcoﬁda&egree'

‘rrarder..
In the years following the
convictions, ~Pilkerton

wrote a number of letters
- to Borden, to a newspa-
per — in which he corrob-
orates the woman's storv.
Her lawvers'even have a
SWOrn afhdawt trum the

HE- L,
it was all overfor him, that
1 was golng to-kill him and
that is exactly what [ did”
But Pilkerton is widely
considered by prosecutors
to be a fabulist, and once

even z_z_sed his claim that e
kilted Delbert Borden as a
ruse (o escape.

During one of Ber den’s
apyéaisg he indicated his
wiiiingnasg to admit to the
iilling but, when the time

© came Fo testify, refused,

Roberta Borden - re-
mained in prison.
COALITION STEPS IN

Her case received re-.
newed attention in the late
19945, when a group called
‘the  Missouri
. Women's Clemency Ceali-

tion selected Bordenand 10
other women as good cases
for clemeney. )
“She met our criteria,”
said Mary Beck, a Universi-
tv of Misgouri-Columbia
taw professor who's repre-
sented Borden since 1999,
“Sh& was badly abused, she
had exhausted all her ap-
pellate practices, and she
had killed her husband.”
The clemendy coalition,
made-up of the Missouri
Coalition Against Domes-
tic and Sexual Vieolence and
law pmfesmrq from the
state’s law schools, peti-
tioned Gov, Mel Carnahan
on the womnen's behalfs
The gavernor was getting
ready to-decide on those
petitions when he died ina
plane cr&sh in 2006, Beck
“said.
‘The petitions were ﬁnaﬁy

~ takén vp by Gov. Beb Hold-

encin 2004, Holden refused
torgrant Rorden clemency
but comamuted the sentehices
of three other women.

The clemency coalition
next sought legislation tai-
lored to give Borden and

Rattered :

day.

A Tengthy: ;}@Ji’mn to the
parole board lays ofit Bors
den's essential case for ear-
v release.’

It includes a i;sé of the
many activities and pas-
tires tbe woman has taken
up in prison — she’s 2 cer-
tified master gardener and
these days trains service
dogs that helpr the disabled.

But the petition also in-
cludes an dffidavit from

‘Borden: detaﬁmg the many

abusés she says she waf-
fered at the hands of her
husband,

Letters from her two chil-

‘dren déscribe their father’s

explosive temper and re-

count Him beating Borden.

“We all were afraid of

_him,” says one letter from

Borden's son, Duane.

~“Mom always had bruises
“on her arin and legs”

Iz total, the material pre-
sented to the pdrole board

-amounts to nearly 220
_pages.ofevidence that Bor-
~den deserve{s pam e, her

lawyers say.
“We can't 1magme she'll

“pe turned down,” said Amy

Lorenz-Moser, one of Bor-

“den’s attorneys. “She's fust

very deserving.”

If the board agrees — a
decistonisexpected in fovr
to eight weeks — Borden

will go'to five with her son
i1 Houston, Mo.

if Borden is not paroled,
she'll be eligible for 2 new
hearing within three years.

=T §uﬁ-t keep fighting,

-yont know?” she said. “Eeep

fighting for my freedom.
Tve never given up, and P'm
nof going to give up now”



