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Attorneys
targeting
Moore in
complaint

Prosecutor denies his
comments in violation
of state ethics policies.

By Dirk VanderHart
DVANDERHART @NEWS-LEADER.COM

Seven local attorneys have
filed a formal complaint
against Greene County Prose-
cutor Darrell Moore, claiming
statements he made to the me-
dia in May broke state supreme
court rules guiding
attorney conduct.

If deemed sub-
stantial by the Mis-
souri  Supreme
Court's Office of
Chief Disciplinary
Counsel, the com- Moore
plaint could result
in anything from a reprimand
to disbarment for Moore.

There'’s not yet indication,
however, whether the OCDC
will pursue the matter. Moore
staunchly defends his conduct,

Rumors of the complaint
have been circulating through-
out the courthouse for months,
but neither Moore nor Nancy
Price, the Springfield attorney
who drafted the document,
would speak about it on the
record.

That changed Wednesday,
during a motion hearing in the
felony sexual-misconduct case
of Randy Sloan, who Price rep-
resents.

At the hearing, Price — who
is asking a judge to disqualify
the Greene County Prosecu-
tor's Office from the case — ac-
knowledged filing a complaint
with six other attorneys.

“T have tried to be as discreet
as possible,” she told Greene
County Circuit Judge Calvin
Holden. “I have no wish to
cause embarrassment to any-
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one in the prosecutor’s of-
fice.”

Though the actual com-

plaint is not public record,
Price said it revolves
around Moore’'s conduct
after a Greene County
judge dismissed Sloan's
case in May, finding prose-
cutors hadn’t met the evi-
dentiary standard to try the
man.
At that point, as now,
Sloan was accused of
standing nude outside his
home, whistling as
schoolchildren passed by.

According to court docu-
ments, the 56-year-old de-
scribed getting a “thrill”
from such conduct, and
even wrote a letter of apol-
ogy to those who witnessed
the scene.

But Greene County Asso-
ciate Circuit Judge Jason
Brown found prosecutors
could not prove Sloan ex-
posed himself knowing
that it would “affront or
alarm” a particular child.

The judge dismissed the
case.

Contacted by local me-
dia, Moore criticized the
ruling, calling Brown’s de-
cision “incorrect” and
“ridiculous,” among other
things.

The prosecutor’s office
re-filed the charge against
Sloan the day after its dis-
missal, and Greene County
Associate Circuit Judge
Mark Powell found proba-
ble cause to try the case at
a second preliminary hear-

ing.

“I'will just say that there
was a good deal of discus-
sion in the defense commu-
nity about (Moore’s) public
statements and that there
was a perception amongst
several attorneys that they
may be in violation (of Mis-
souri Supreme Court rules
of professional conduct),”
Price said. “It was extreme-
ly distressing for me to
draft this and file it. I did
not enjoy a single moment
of it.”

The attorneys filed the
complaint on Oct. 16, near-
ly five months after
Moore’s statements. The
identities of all of the attor-
neys who signed on to the
complaint are not clear, be-
cause the document isn't
public.

Price believes the prose-

cutor's statements violated
rules about what attorneys
and prosecutors may say
publicly about a case.

One of those rules states,
in part, that prosecutors
should “refrain from mak-
ing extrajudicial comments
that have a substantial like-
lihood of heightening pub-
lic condemnation of the ac-
cused...”

Though she said portions
of all interviews Moore
gave to media outlets fol-
lowing the dismissal vio-
late professional guide-
lines, Price singled out an
appearance Moore made
with KSGF conservative
radio host Vincent David
Jericho on May 22.

In that interview, audio of
which is still posted on the
ESGF Web site, Moore dis-
cussed the evidence
against Sloan, and called
the rationale behind
Brown's ruling “just ridicu-
lous.”

He also cautioned the
public not to judge Brown
solely on the Sloan deci-
sion, noting he “overall is
doing a good job.”

Even so, at least one of the
attorneys who joined with
Price to file the complaint
feels the prosecutor used
his public comments to
bully local judges.

“I've watched Darrell
Moore for years try to in-
timidate the judiciary
through the news media by
mischaracterizing events
that have occurred in the
courts,” said local defense
attorney Tom Carver. “This
episode is just the latest
chapter.”

Carver said he hopes the
outcome of the complaint
will have the effect of stop-
ping such statements from
Moore.

But the prosecutor has
consistently defended his
conduct, saying it falls well
within supreme court
guidelines.

He would not talk specif-
ically about the Sloan case
when contacted Wednes-
day, citing the ongoing
complaint, but spoke in
general terms about his
outlook.

Moore cited an exception
in the rules that permits at-
torneys to comment on in-
formation already in a pub-
lic record — such as a prob-
able cause statement.

“Anything I've ever said

in any case will be con-
tained in a public record,”
he said. “I know the ethical
rules.”

Moore further said his
public statements have
never been aimed at intim-
idating the judiciary —
which is discouraged by its
own ethics rules from dis-
cussing specific cases in
the media.

“T've never tried to bully
any judge; what I've tried to
do is educate the public,”
he said. “They have a right
to know what I'm doing,
and they have a right to
know what the judges are
doing.”

He continued: “The easi-
est thing in many cases is to
just lay low and keep quiet.
I was not elected to do
that”

It's too soon to tell
whether the complaint
against Moore will result in
any consequences.

A more immediate deci-
sion will likely come from
Holden, who’s currently
weighing whether to dis-
qualify Greene County
prosecutors from Sloan’s
case.

In Wednesday’s hearing,
Price argued her complaint
could give the prosecutor a
“personal interest” in see-
ing Sloan convicted.

Such a conviction, she
said, could mean Moore
“would appear to be vindi-
cated in the eyes of the pub-
lic. This creates a strong
personal interest that tran-
scends professional inter-
est.”

Assistant Prosecutor Jill
Patterson disputed this,
and warned disqualifying
her office from the case
could lead attorneys to file
frivolous complaints in or-
der to win a change in pros-
ecution.

“There is no way to con-
stitute that Mr. Moore or
anyone in my office has a
personal interest,” Patter-
son said. “The complaint
has nothing to do with the
case. I completely disagree
there is any appearance of
impropriety.”

In order to decide the
matter, Holden will look at
the complaint against
Moore — and the prosecu-
tor's response — under
seal. Should he find the
documents are relevant to
Sloan’s case, they could be-
come public record.




