Concerned: Joeann Polk, second from left, an
neighborhood. They live at the Herkimer Hote

RELIEF COMES TO HEARTSIDE

P 2
PRESS PHOTO/REX LARSEN

d Ulysses Wade worry about the increase in drug sales in their
| on South Division Avenue. At right is Lorraine Cobb, Wade's mother.

Tt’s looking good now’

BY THE NUMBERS

Neighborhood feels safer
after drug dealers targeted

BY DIRK VANDERHART
THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS

GRAND RAPIDS — The sidewalks
around the Herkimer Apartments are
less hectic these days. 4

The area still hums with the ener
of laughing and chatting, and boister-
ous Heartside Neighborhood resi-
dents. But the yelling and fighting that
kept Herkimer residents awake at
night has subsided.

That’s because the drug dealers
who flocked to the corners and walk-
ways this summer were driven out.

Residents are no longer pressured
to buy crack cocaine on their way
home, and dealers don’t crowd the
area on the first of the month to col-
lect the debts of addicts with newly

Sting that didn’t hurt

“Operation All-Out,” a three-month undercover probe concluded Sept. 30.

Here are some of the results:

= 165 suspects arrested on drug
charges.

= More than 100 arrested on other
charges involving weapons
possession and prostitution

= 95 search warrants executed on
known drug houses

= 49 firearms recovered

In the Heartside Neighborhood,
where drug dealing was becoming

cashed Social Security checks.

“It’s looking good now,” said Ulys-
ses Wade, 58, a resident of the low-
income apartment complex on south
Division Avenue in the Heartside Dis-
trict. “It’s nice and quiet here.”

more evident, undercover officers
arrested 38 suspects for selling
crack cocain_e. Of these:

= 29 lived outside Heartside

« 20 are fourth-offense offenders

= 6 had no prior felony convictions

= 23 had prior felony drug convictions
= 6 were on parole or probation

SOURCE: Grand Rapids Police Departnﬂent

An influx of crack-cocaine dealers
prompted a recent three-month drug
sting in the Heartside District. Com-
pleted Sept. 30, “Operation All-Out”
also targeted weapons, drugs and
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HEARTSIDE RESIDENTS SAY CRACKDOWN HAS MADE NEIGHBORHOOD SAFER
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prostitution in other parts of
the city.

_ In the Heartside Neighbor-
‘hood, undercover police ar-
‘rested 38 cocaine sellers. Of
' those, 29 lived outside the
' Heartside Neighborhood, and
' 23 had prior felony drug con-
ivictions.
| Crack cocaine is not alien to
Heartside, but the community
! had not seen a problem of such
[' magnitude until this summer,
{when dealers outside the
| neighborhood began to infil-
‘frate, said Grand Rapids Vice
'Unit Commander Lt. Richard
Nawrocki.

* The influx, which Nawrocki

‘attributed to increased police
‘enforcement in other parts of
‘the city, alarmed the commu-

nity. Crack cocaine deals, once

at least semi-discreet;, were
conducted in plain sight and
became more frequent.
“Heartside has always had
fsome issues, but as we were

-getting into the springtime and

weather became nice we saw

(an increase in the amount of
people that were out,” Naw-
rocki said.

1 Police, hearing more com-

plaints from neighborhood res-
tidents and businesses, zeroed

in on several problematic

-blocks north of Wealthy Street
~and west of Division Avenue.

“. Among those complaining
was Dennis Sturtevant, CEO of
-Dwelling Place, which owns

the Herkimer Apartments and

other Heartside-area proper-
ties. Sturtevant has worked to
overcome problems with crime
and poverty in Heartside for
nearly 20 years and knows not

to ignore the signs of drug ac-

o

tivity he saw this summer.

“The trick is: When it
comes, you have to act,” said
Sturtevant, who offered one of
his organization’s properties as
a police command post. “We’d
have guys on the corners all
the time.”

Jerry Broersma, chair of the
Heartside Business Associa-
tion, said a visible drug trade
could belie the neighborhood’s
progress in drawing commerce.
In recent years, the area has
seen a growth in small busi-
nesses including clothing
stores, art galleries and coffee
shops.

“We're sensitive to that,”
Broersma said. “The Heartside
area has become substantially
safer and more developed and
a more inviting place to be. It’s
one of the safer areas down-
town.”

As a result of the police
stings, Herkimer resident Sha-
ron Laban has not been ha-
rassed by drug dealers while
she walks near her apartment.

Laban, 56, pointed out an
area outside of her window she
calls the “crack cathedral.” On
most nights in recent months,
all she had to do was pull back
her curtain to see drug deals or
drug use.

“There’s not as many people
out now,” she said. “It’s a tre-
mendous improvement.”

Residents confirm what
Nawrocki theorized: Dealers
preyed on many destitute resi-
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dents who rely on Social Secu-
rity checks, and were particu-
larly visible the first of the
month.

“A lot of dealers know peo-
ple are on Social Security
checks, and they’ll front them
(the drugs)” said Tasha Isen-
hart, a 25-year-old Heartside
resident. :

“They do not care.”

Standing next to Isenhart,
Chasidy Smith held her 1-year-
old daughter, Xariana. While
she acknowledged the pres-
ence of drug dealers, Smith
isn’t worried about raising her
daughter in the Heartside Dis-
trict.

“She’s safe,” said Smith, 22.
“I've got enough family.”
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